Selection of lakes for study.--We spent at least 7 h of daylight at each lake that we included in the study.
We considered lakes to be occupied if (1) we found at least one pair of fish-eagles nesting within 200 m from the shore (n = 18), (2) fish-eagles were known from surveys between 1991 and 1994 (Rabarisoa et al. 1997 ) to have nested within 200 m from the shore (n -6), or (3) we saw a pair of adult fish-eagles foraging and vocalizing together for at least 3 h but did not find a nest (n = 8). This last category probably included lakes where a territorial pair of fish-eagles roosted but did not nest in 1995 (n -1 confirmed), lakes where fish-eagle nesting attempts had failed earlier in the season, or lakes that nesting eagles from an adjacent lake (at which we did not find the nest) used for foraging.
Our sample of 32 lakes included all known occupied lakes within the study area except two on which boats and gill nets were forbidden by local taboo. For comparison, we randomly selected 32 unoccupied lakes from among the 496 lakes that we could identify from satellite or aerial photos of the study area.
The smallest lakes from which we selected our random sample were about 10 ha in size. Because we wanted to select random unoccupied lakes that fisheagles were not likely to use for foraging, we excluded unoccupied lakes that were less than 2.5 km from an occupied fish-eagle nest. This distance was the maximum distance between occupied fish-eagle Fish abundance.-We caught more fish, more species, and a higher total mass at occupied lakes than at unoccupied lakes (Table 1) . The average fish mass did not differ between occupied lakes and unoccupied lakes (P > 0.05).
The introduced cichlid, Oreochromis macrochir, was the most abundant species of fish, accounting for 56.7% of the total catch at all lakes by number and 36.6% by mass. The catch of O. macrochir was higher at occupied lakes than at unoccupied lakes both in number (Wilcoxon test, S = 1,275, n• = n2 = 32, P = 0.0015) and mass (S = 1,295, n• = n2 = 32, P = 0.0006). The number of fish caught was higher at occupied lakes than at unoccupied lakes for 13 (76.5%) of the 17 remaining fish species caught at all lakes, and total mass of catch was higher at occupied lakes for 15 (88.2%) of the 17 remaining fish species; we did not compare these differences statistically because we caught these species at only a few lakes (Table 2) . Lake selection.--Stepwise logistic regression indicated that the probability of lake use by breeding fish-eagles was positively associated with number of shoreline perches and number of fish species caught in gill nets (Model 1; Table 3). The equation correctly classified fish-eagle use at 76.6% of 64 lakes. When we removed the number of fish species from the list of var- The three fish variables (number caught, total mass of catch, and number of species) were highly correlated (Table 4) Conservation implications. The probability that a lake would be occupied by Madagascar FishEagles can be determined by inserting the number of perch trees along an adjacent section of shoreline (250 x 50 m) and the number of fish species caught during 3 h of gill netting into the appropriate logistic equation. Although the probability of eagle use can be determined using the number of shoreline perch trees alone, it is useful to know the number of fish species as well if it can be measured. For example, based on Model 1 (Table 3) , a lake with 30 shoreline perches and 6 fish species would be 2.3 times more likely to be used by fish-eagles than a lake with 30 shoreline perches and only 2 fish species (Fig. 1) . Based on Model 2 (Table 3) Rapidly increasing human populations are likely to further reduce habitat suitability and prey availability on lakes where fish-eagles breed. As forest degradation continues in Madagascar, the number of lakes with enough suitable perch trees will decrease, and this is likely to be a major factor contributing to the decline of the Madagascar Fish-Eagle population. Uncontrolled fishing may reduce fish populations to levels that carmot sustain breeding fish-eagles, so that more lakes will be devoid of eagles in the future. Watson and Rabarisoa (1999) 
